Excerpt #7 




It Is possible to speculate thav Ruby should have been seen 
by police officers on both the Main and Commerce Street sides as he 



jJL Ruby standing momentarily behind Detective Harrison, seconds before the 
hooting. Harrison immediately shouted "Jack, don't" as Ruby moved 



hip with Ruby, and Ruby's own recognition of Harrison may have caused' 
Lm to stand near Harrison in order to seize an advantage of which 
arrison was unaware. Finally, the fact that Ruby had moved freely 
t the Police Department during the two previous days, the presence 
f authoritative superior officers in the basement, and a mistaken 
raith in the system of identifying news representatives may have 
created a sense of acceptance among junior officers who might have 



Despi^ the fact that there is no evidence that any police 
official knowingly helped Ruby gain access to the basement, the Dallas 
Police Department must bear major responsibility for Ruby's slaying of 
Oswald. Inadequate planning and lack of close supervision by 



edged forward to the area in which Oswald was to walk. TV films depict 




/forward from Harrison's side and rear. However, Harrison's prompt 
recognition may simply have been the result of years of acquaintance- 



recognized. Ruby among the newsmen. 



5- Apprais al of Security Precautions . 



the responsible officials were predominant factors in the police 
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BECAUTIONS 

xsiy resulted from the fail- 
Lea Police Department had 



• imposts or enu l^epsj-uneot render every assistance, 

seriouafy hinder or delay the proper 
foiK^iiin^ |df the IDepertment, to the : accredited members of 
t2^ offici id W^gatharing agencies kn? i this includes newspaper, 
tsurrwai L ^amerarnth and news-mi |photojgriph«rR.“ D 

i Members of the police department, dated February 7 

i, Chief C lorry ! explained the general lacier, in part, as follows: * 

' i »• \j i .] i r 

■ t Tfe °5 5 s “ e * tl ' 0 *^* r coloring this gnbjact is not merely prtrm«- 
sir*. Jt does not state that the Offlcar m*y, if be bo chooses, onst 
thbpm« . It jithen pleoes on him i responsibility to lend active 



pertinent we deal yith public affairs. It ii the 
►lie to know about thee*, affaire, and one of the 
ttasoftd avenues wehsveof supplying this inf or- 
icaithe newspapers and radio and television 

iiLi 1 . J ' ’ ' 1 i . I. 1 * : t 

General Order fa ajprohibition for the Officer to 
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flew? **** 
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tnemamta, oondxxxM kn cxtansjve mv>aetigatiani t hit wvwkmltA 
tjo information indicating complicity . betwenThny police <&cm ex ii 
Jscfc Roby, 1 " Buby denied to' the Commission hi receio^ ms* 

fora of assistance.!- Hu, FBI interviewed every zrwmUr of tSI 
pouoe ■ department who *ii on duty in the qj, NcFVEmhnr o* 

^d CommW guff members took sworn depositions from ratav 
few exceptions, newsmen who were present in the baaemcnt it 
theiUmo tlao gave statements, end/or depositions. As there^d h** 
fonrtl^i Commission indicated, Buby Lad bed rather free access to MU ' 
dwing the period aubserment :toith!f t;SSS ■ 

*k* P=U» 

Roby was known to 'have! a wide acquaintanceship with n«iii^ 
poUoemto andto seek their favor. According' to t«dmonxfcW3 
msnylaDQtcea, he gave free coffee at his dnhb to many poicemi, s 
wiujethey were on duty andi free edmittadoe end dis^tTcob^- 

epgta when they were off duty. 1 ” Although Chief CunVs etim^ 
that approximately 2s to 50 'of the 1,178 featf in tbeiSllas PoLi»l 
DepeMment knew Buby »" may be too conservative, r-bep L. JLff .* 
found) no evidence of any suspieiona relatrohahipa betwten Buby and^ 
any police officer. ~ jm! 

' Commission found no substantial evidence that ■Lw. uL.w.- of . j 
thar PaBas Police Department recognized Jack' Ruby as an UhsUr* ^ 
iaedperaon in the basement prior to the time Sgi : P, T. Deem accoWitiU^ 
tol ais_ testimony, saw Buby dan forward toward Osweji But DUu : i 
wa, ^ien part way up the Commerce Street ramp, too far rwovUSTH 

ST, Srire 
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diene m front of Ruby at the time Dean sew!him.: They! all 
aw ay fro m Ruby, toward the jail office. 1 ™ Video tapes, show 
Herraon tuned in the dirtmion of the ramp at the time Lieut, 

Zl™ S ™J”r d ' 25 ««ndhi leter, but there; 

mdrcation that he obmrved or recognized Rnby.”« The boiic 

0,1 u he ®° 1 Ut ^ Kde of ^ P»«“gwway from the jail offlt 
^*T*, b * m looking in Ruby’e direction, had the glare < 
WWorr and photographer's light# in their eyes.*™ 6 V? . 

^Th# Commission ahsoconsidered the possibility thai. a maml 

W. 1 *^ de P* rCn f nt ®«by at Ws*e|»rtnmt land* infc 
hiin, leather intentionally or unintentionally,, of the 
dimmed transfer. From at least 10 ;19 ajn_ until! dose to 
011 ^ uk> 7 stbis apartment,”' where he could have 

a celljthat the transfer waaimmnant He apparently i left *' 
ment^ween 10:45 and 11 ol» Howm^thedrive fr 
10 th ® W * 8Ujnl Union office takes approximate 

EE 'kJ“2 !. ** ^ of the contemplated teKT 

nave Deen known to anyone until a few minuses! before. ,j 
a preciae tune could not have been conveyed to Rub?'*hl 
*t his apartment. Moreover, the television and radio poSli 
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